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     After a lapse of twenty-five years, football was renewed at Mt. Sterling High School in 1950.  The original 
plans had been for six-man football.  Inability to schedule games caused a change-over to eleven-man 
football.  Although experience was lacking, the Hornets still packed enough sting to make a fine record of 
five wins and one loss. 
     The Hornets first traveled to Industry where inexperience caused them to drop a 32-6 decision in favor of 
Industry.  But the game brought enough hope to Coach McKinney and showed the Hornets fast, rugged and 
willing. 
     In succession the Hornets disposed of the Rushville B squad, 33-6: Jacksonville B team, 13-8; 
Winchester B Squad 19-0. 
     Two six-man games were played as scheduled.  Both were runaways.  The Hornets spoiled Bluffs 
Homecoming by a 59-12 victory and closed the season by walloping Chandlerville 52-6.  So the Hornets 
were defeated only once in twenty six years. 
     Football in the coming years looks bright says Coach McKinney, because the boys are willing, 
enthusiastic, and love hard work.  The students and local fans promise loyal support.  A tough schedule 
faces next year's squad, but the Hornets anticipate success through courage and hard work. 
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1952 

Injuries and inexperience plague team 
  
              Eighteen inexperienced boys greeted the coach on the 27th of August for practice. With 
such a small squad things didn’t look bright. However, as the season progressed, more boys 
responded. 
              With a tough schedule ahead, the boys worked with grim determination. Long, hard 
hours in the hot weather soon gave results. They traveled to Winchester on September 14. The 
boys were physically fit but fundamentals and finer points of the game were weak. 
              The season casualty list included Ed Norvell, with a sprained ankle; John Rodolf, Ted 
Hollembeak and Don DeWitt sustained collar bone injuries which kept them out for the rest of the 
season; Bob Clark, a sprained wrist; and Don Newton broke a bone in the lower part of his leg 
while playing against Hamilton. 
              Although injury-laden and inexperienced, the team won the admiration of the school and 
community by playing rugged football: giving everything they had. Home games were played on 
the new athletic field east of the school. 
              As evidence of the Hornets’ potential power on the gridiron, three members of the squad 
- Gordon Bryant, Larry Patterson, and Stan Walker – received honorable mentions on the little all-
state team. This was an honor for the team, coach, and school. 
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1953 

Few players turnout- but fans remain loyal 
  
              On August 24, 1953 the first practice for the football season was held with only about 
twenty-two boys showing up for practice. Only four returning lettermen were present. 
              The Havana game in mid-season brought out some of the best playing of the season for 
the team. The game produced two touchdowns for the Hornets with another being called back. 
              The Hornets came through the season with only a few casualties. The coming years 
should become brighter for football with several good prospects among the underclassmen. 
              All but two games were played at home with good crowds in attendance. The season 
ended 0-6. 
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